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Alfred Wernam Canning was born at Campbellfield, north of Melbourne, in 1860.  
He started work in New South Wales as a cadet surveyor and in 1893 joined the 
Western Australian Department of Lands and Survey 

In 1901, he was given the task of surveying a route for the Rabbit Proof Fence.  
This survey of about 1,800 kilometres from the southern coast to a point south of 
Broome took four years to complete and was one of the world’s longest continuous 
surveys at that time. 

In 1906, Canning was asked to survey a stock route from Wiluna to Halls Creek 
through 1,500 kilometres of trackless desert.  He worked almost continuously for 
the next four years surveying and building the stock route.  At the age of 70, 
Canning was asked to supervise well reconditioning partially completed by William 
Snell.  Canning was 76 when he died in Perth in 1936. 

The Canning Stock Route is one of the most isolated tracks on earth. 

The 2005 Club trip down the CSR was undertaken by 7 Club members in 4 
Subarus of varying ages.  John Hunter travelled with Simon Newton (Trip Co-
ordinator) in Simon’s yellow 1982 MY, Tony Richards (Editor) travelled with Keith 
Wilcox (President) in Keith’s 2001 white Forester GX, Jim Wilcox travelled alone in 
his white 1990 “Starship” Liberty and Judith A. Morrisey and James A. Robertson 
(JAMJAR) travelled in their white 1991 L Series.  Each vehicle was lifted in one 
way or another so that it had more ground clearance that a standard vehicle. 

It followed in the footsteps of the first CSR Club trip (or, for that time, more properly 
an expedition) undertaken in August 1981 by Ian Johnson, Paul Medhurst, Ray 
Russell, Jim and Paul Householder and Fred Offer.  Thank you all for showing us it 
could be done! 

CSR 05 was conceived, planned in detail and very ably led by Simon, Trip Leader 
Extraordinaire.  It was a journey of adventure and discovery, friendship and 
camaraderie and camp fires and good food, that yielded more than enough 
memories and images to last a life time.  From the group to Simon, our sincere 
thanks. 

Although not as demanding as we thought it might be (the dunes across the 
Simpson are bigger and more challenging), the CSR is nonetheless still an 
enormous opportunity to experience the great Australian outback at its best.  If you 
happen to be presented with this opportunity, do not hesitate to take it on. 

Our thanks also to Ian Johnson this time round for his support, assistance and 
general encouragement. 

Tony Richards. 
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Perth to South of Meekatharra 

Keith Wilcox and Tony Richards arrived 
just a little after 6.00 at Gingers 
Roadhouse, Upper Swan to find Simon 
Newton and John Hunter in Simon’s 
yellow MY and Judith and James (Judith 
A Morrisey and James A Robertson – 
“JAMJAR”) in their white L Series.  Tanks 
were filled and we got away about 6.20.  
Just the three cars currently.  Jim had left 
earlier to visit his daughter, Judy, in 
Broome and we would meet him there.  It 
was going to be a beautiful day – fine and 
sunny. 

After leaving the Roadhouse, we went 
through some misty areas.  Strange - 
hadn’t seen heavy mist like this for some 
time.  There was very little traffic on the 
road. 

Our first stop was Wubin, although 
JAMJAR had needed to stop on the way 
to retrieve one of their swags, that had 

leapt of their roof rack under extreme wind duress.  At Wubin, we fill up with petrol.  As 
JAMJAR did the same, we discovered that their car is losing oil and water, as there is a 
big pool of both on the petrol station apron!  We investigate. We cannot find a simple 
explanation for the loss of the car’s bodily fluids, although there is a loose PCV hose 
that we re-connect.  It seems terminal, although the car still goes.  After further 
investigation and emotional outflows, it is decided that JAMJAR will need to return to 
Perth for repairs.  A very sad turn of events indeed.  They offload their stores to the 
other two cars and we leave 
without them. 

However, all is not lost and they 
remain positive.  There is an 
agreement between us that, after 
their car is repaired, they will 
meet us at Georgia Bore, half 
way down the CSR, which they 
will reach from Newman via the 
Talawana Track. 

It is now 10.30 and we are only 
just out of Wubin.  Noise levels in 
the Forester were higher than 
they should be.  We are 
investigating Keith’s diff.  We 
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think there might not be any oil in it.  We check.  No, it’s not that – there is oil in the diff.  
Perhaps it might just be road noise – wishful thinking?  Could it be the rear wheel 
bearings?  We don’t really know.  We agree to continue on and wait and see if it gets 
worse. 

The time is now 5.52.  We have set up camp and are propped around our camp fire.  
We are approximately 50 to 60 kilometres south of Meekatharra.  As we now believe the 
Forester rear wheel bearings need to be replaced, we have spoken to Jim and made 
arrangements with him to organise the purchase of two rear wheel bearings for Keith’s 
car when we get to Broome on Monday.  We have also decided that we will go the 
bitumen now through Port Hedland and north that way.  We still hope to get to Broome 
on Monday.  The weather is good.  The sky is clear.  The campsite is reasonable – just 
off the highway but, interestingly, there is a fair bit of water around. 
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South of Meekatharra to Nor th of Auski Roadhouse 

The morning is bright and clear.  There was a very 
bad dew overnight.  The minimum temperature was 
around the 15° mark.  The tents are damp.  The 
food last night was good.  The company is good.  
The fire was good.  We get away at 7.30.  We 
stopped at Middle Gascoyne River for morning tea.  
No water in the river.  A lot of good camping spots 
though.  Then on from there to Kumarina and then 
into Newman.  Bought some hot chips at Newman.  
Filled up with petrol.  Didn©t really visit the town.   

Out of Newman through Cathedral Gorge, which 
climbs to 751 metres.  Simon and John stop at 
Auski for fuel.  Keith and Tony have enough fuel to 
get through to Port Hedland.  From Auski, we go 
approximately another 10 kilometres west of the 
town and find a camping spot off the highway at 
about 4.30.  The tents are still wet from the 
dampness last night, so we get in early so we can 
dry them out.  4.50 – we are all now sitting down, 

taking it easy, 
getting ready for 
another 
fabulous star 
display tonight. 
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North of Auski Roadhouse to Broome 

Joviality at the breakfast table.  
The sun is creeping over the 
horizon.  The sky is lighting up for 
another fantastic day here in 
northern Western Australia.  The 
campsite is very stony, with lots of 
prickles.  But we all slept well 
anyway.  Touch wood, no 
punctures in anyone’s airbed or 
thermarest.  Looking forward to 
getting to Broome today.  Away at 
6.51. 

At about 7.25, we encountered a 
wide load on the highway.  We 
turned to Channel 40 on our CB’s.  
Simon asks the pilot very nicely 
when we can pass.  “Just after the 
next bridge” he responds.  We all 
pass safely.  A very simple process 
when you can communicate. 

We arrive at Port Hedland.  The first service station we get to (Caltex) has no power.  
9.15 – stopped at the BP service station in Port Hedland.  We re-fuel and have a bit of 
morning tea.  The weather is 
about 30° plus at 9.30 in the 
morning.  A bit on the warm 
side.  So we are expecting 
some high temperatures as we 
move on to Broome. 

Now at 12.00 we are on the 
road to Sandfire Roadhouse 
and the temperature, according 
to the car thermometer, is 37° 
outside.  So it is nice and warm.  
We have lunch at Sandfire – a 
few things out of the back of the 
car.  The temperature hits 38° 
after we leave Sandfire.  That was after we had to push Simon©s car out of the Sandfire 
carpark because he could not find reverse gear!  Then, on the way to the next stop for 
afternoon tea, Simon started collecting birds.  Only one so far, but we are sure he is 
going to collect some others. 

The noise in the Forester is definitely getting louder.  When we get the bearings done, 
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hopefully it will all disappear.  Into Roebuck Bay caravan park about 5.30.  We had 
spoken to Jim earlier on the mobile.  John had rung him again and he met us here 
shortly after we get there.  Camp was set up in a couple of nice bays close to the water.  
Jim arrived shortly after with his son-in-law Darren, who is the officer in charge of the 
Broome police station.  They have come in Darren’s new Nissan Patrol.  Jim told us that 
all the parts for Keith©s car had to be flown in – some from Perth and even some from 
over East.  This was being done through the local Subaru dealer/repairer - Broome 
Toyota.  Unfortunately however, they would not be here until Wednesday lunchtime – 
nothing could be done on Tuesday.  We are in Broome for another day, which probably 
isn©t quite so bad. 

After we all had a shower, we headed down the road to the “Beer and Satay Garden”.  
We quenched our thirst. Then we went on to Conti’s Bar where three of us had 
Barramundi for dinner and Simon had Snapper.  While Tony decided to walk off his 
dinner by going into town, the others toddled back to camp.  When Tony got back, he 
found them chatting and joined them for a while.  At about 9.30, we all hit the sack. 

PS: We heard today that JAMJAR’s car problems had been fixed – apparently the only 
thing wrong with the motor was the water pump, which Ian had been able to replace for 
them on Sunday.  They then immediately got underway again and were expected to 
arrive in Broome late tomorrow - Tuesday. 
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Broome 

It was a restless night.  It was pretty warm – the caravan park lights stayed on – you had 
the sound of the waves.  But we got enough sleep.  Up with the sun, off for showers, 
back and then breakfast.  The 
weather yesterday was in the high 
30’s and the forecast for today is 36°.  
It is going to be another warm one.  
Jim is coming over about 9.00.  Then 
we plan to have a look around 
Broome. 

Jim arrives and our first destination is 
Broome Toyota, which is also the 
Subaru dealership.  The mechanic 
took the Forester for a spin.  Yes, it is 
a wheel bearing.  Double-checked on 
the hoist. Yes, definitely a wheel 
bearing.  Not the one that we thought 
it was, but we are having both 

replaced anyway.  And we hope the 
parts will arrive on tomorrow©s 
lunchtime plane! 

Our next destination is Cable 
Beach.  On the way, we drop off 
Keith’s car at Jim’s daughter’s 
Judy’s place, as there is room in the 
Nissan for us all.  Tony purchases a 
fibreglass tent pole repair kit at a 
camping shop we pass.  At Cable 
Beach, we go on to the beach in 
Darren’s Nissan.  Goes well.  Then 
on to Point Ganthaume.  There is a 
new house out on the Point now.  A 

very new lighthouse keeper’s cottage 
if you like.  I don©t remember whether 
there was a house there previously.  
From there on to Broome Wharf.  Had 
a quick look at the wharf.  It was 
closed because fuel was being loaded 
on to a moored ship.  Then from the 
wharf into town. 

We park and get some lunch at a cafe 
in the arcade.  From there we go to 
the post office to get some phone 
cards and stamps and then to the 
hardware to pick up a new sleeve for 
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Simon©s tent 
pole.  After we 
finish at the 
hardware, we 
go back Judy’s 
place, pick up 
Keith©s car and 
then back to 
camp for a bit 
of R &R .  Keith 
went for a 
swim.  Simon 
tightened up 
the gearbox on 
his car.  A few 
last-minute 
preparations if 
you like. 

Back to Judy’s place 
for a BBQ – great – 
plenty of meat.  Judy’s 
home had a great 
outdoors area.  Darren 
was not there.  He was 
at a regional police 
conference.  We were 
able to do our washing 
in Judy©s washing 
machine.  JAMJAR got 
to Broome that evening 
and came straight to 
Judy’s – they must 
have arrived about 
8.30-9.00.  They had 
no problems at all on 
the way up after the 
water pump had been 
replaced, which was very good news.  A good night was then had by all.  We left about 
10.30, arrived at camp and went to bed. 
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Saturday, May 14 2005: James and I arrived at Gingers Roadhouse at about 5.25am. 
Simon and Jon were already there and Tony & Keith arrived at about 6.00am. We 
finished breakfast and upon starting JAMJAR, heard a strange noise which appeared to 
be coming from the steering wheel. Hood up, hearing aids to the problem (well, James’ 
hearing aids) and we decided that it would not cause any problems. (We were correct in 
that) 

A radio check and the group departed at about 6.30am with Simon in the lead and 
JAMJAR in the rear. Surprisingly, there seemed to be a lot of traffic going from Midland 
to Bullsbrook. In an effort to keep up with Simon’s lead speed, Judith, at the wheel and 
anxious to keep within eye sight of the group, displayed some less than good road 
manners! Leaving the traffic behind in Bullsbrook, travelling through Chittering Valley 
was quite beautiful. The rolling hills were swathed in fine early morning mist, giving a 
very peaceful and yet ghostly feeling. 

After the turn off to Dalwallinu, our swags decided to do a road test! Thank heavens, no 
one was behind us! We had them very well tied down across the wide of the car, but had 
only one tie-down the length of the car. Wind obviously lifted the swags from the front 
and that shifted the tie-downs sufficiently to cause the ties to move and the swags to be 
blown off the roof rack. A quick stop and rearrangement of the tie-downs to prevent wind 
lift from the front. We followed that tie-down arrangement for the rest of the trip. 

At Wubin, disaster hit. While filling up for petrol, loose sump guard bolts were noticed 
under JAMJAR and then, upon closer inspection, a pool of oil with green coolant was 
noticed under our engine. Various things were inspected by Simon and John and a 
diagnosis offered of blown piston rings. This was devastating. I was very upset and the 
thought of abandoning our CSR trip was very distressing to us both. 

There was a quick flurry to extract the group food boxes we were carrying as well as 
spares that would be useful to Simon that we had been carrying. Keith gave us 
instructions on how to get to Georgia Bore should we be able to get the car on the road 
again in time to meet them in about 9 or so days. With that hope in our minds, the other 
3 cars left Wubin for morning tea down the road while James and I had our morning tea 
in Wubin. 

We added ½ pint of oil to engine and started back to Dalwallinu where a mechanic was 
available. We had no problems travelling at 80kms and were not burning any oil at all. 
The mechanic at Dalwallinu diagnosed water pump trouble which explained the coolant. 
But he could not explain the oil loss at Wubin. Continuing on to Perth, sticking to 80kms, 
and checking the oil levels frequently, we continued to have no temperature trouble and 
lose no more oil. 

Pausing at Bullsbrook, and wanting some good information as soon as possible, rather 
than wait until Monday, we made a phone call to Ian Johnson who offered to have a look 
at the engine immediately. So, we got to see Ian’s amazing workshop in Trigg. An hour 
after arriving at Trigg, Ian sends us back home for the night with confirmation that the 
water pump is shot but needing more time to look for the cause of the oil in the air 
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cleaner, which is where it had pooled before dropping on to the ground at Wubin. 

A quick call to our house-sitter to alert her that we needed a bed for the night and Nina 
takes us home. About 7.30pm, James and I are having the odd glass of wine, 
commiserating our situation, when Ian calls to offer a tentative diagnosis that the oil pool 
was caused by an overheated engine vaporising the oil which then travelled up the 
blow-back pipe to the air cleaner and thence onto the ground. The engine had not blown 
a piston ring and, given a new water pump, we could be back on the road midday 
Sunday. 

Elation! Relief! Joy! Jubilation! Dancing in the lounge room! I am sure the neighbours 
wondered about the loud noises emanating from our house that night but we were just 
so happy! 

Sunday 15 May: A good night’s sleep (after the further odd glass of wine) and a phone 
call from Ian at 12.30 sees us in a taxi and reunited with JAMJAR. Sincerely and very 
grateful thanks to Ian, a quick repack, return to Gingers for refuelling and lunch and we 
are on the road again at 2.30. Steady travel, with constant checks on temperature and 
oil levels, sees us 30 kms south of Cue by 11.30 that night. 

Ian had told us that Keith’s car had developed a wheel bearing problem, and that the 
group would have to wait in Broome until possibly Tuesday or Wednesday for repairs for 
that. So we knew we had plenty of time to catch up with the group in Broome. 
Nevertheless, as we had to eat at refuelling stops - we had no food or cooking 
equipment as that was all with the group, we decided to drive each day for as long as 
we were comfortable doing so. This meant that we tended to travel quite late into the 
night. 

And the swags proved their worth. Camping for the night meant simply taking the swags 
of the roof rack, unrolling them and slithering into the warm interior. Bliss!! I slept very 
well for the entire length of the trip, due to the swag and its 75mm mattress – no mean 
feat for a “Princess & the Pea” sleeper! 

Monday 16 May: Awake at 6.45am. Still learning the pack up routine so it is 8.45am by 
the time we left Cue after breakfast and refuelling. The rest of the trip was very 
uneventful. We reached Kumarina at 2.30pm for lunch; Newman at 4.30pm where, over 
a nice cool beer, we debated the pros and cons of doing the dirt road from Newman to 
Port Hedland. We decided to stick to the bitumen, knowing we would have quite bit of 
dirt later! Dinner at Munjina and then an overnight stop in a gravel pit at 11pm about 73 
kms north of Munjina. 

Tuesday 17 May: Up in time to be leaving Port Hedland at 8.30am. Got to Sandfire at 
4.15pm and then phoned Jim Wilcox just south of Broome. Jim gave us directions to his 
daughter’s house, where the guys would be having dinner that night by the time we got 
to Broome. So, it was a tired but very happy couple of people who pulled up in the 
driveway to be greeted with salad, BBQ chops and a nice glass of wine. Stories were 
swapped, the status of Keith’s wheel bearing repairs indicated and then a short drive to 
the caravan park (Simon got lost on the way!). And again, the swags are down for 
another good night’s sleep. James and I were definitely now going to the Canning Stock 
Route. 
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Broome 

A bit of a breeze again last night and the towels we had left out to dry were flapping in 
the wind.  This woke Tony and Keith during the night.  Otherwise, slept well.  Up in the 
morning, showered, should be another good day.  After a while, we went into town and 
bought some supplies – final things we needed for the trip, expecting that we would be 
able to head off tomorrow, which assumed that the repairs to Keith’s Forester would be 
completed today! 

Came back to camp, sorted out the car and allocated the bits and pieces and food etc., 
ready for tomorrow.  Chicken rolls for lunch.  Then a little bit of quiet time.  Dropped of 

Keith’s car at Broome Toyota at 
about 1.15.  The parts had 
arrived, which was good news.  
Then we walked into town, 
passing the Tourist Bureau on 
the way.  Keith was looking for 
something for Teleah.  We were 
also looking for CSR cloth 
badges, but we didn’t not find 
any.  We ended up in the Cole©s 
Arcade – it was air-conditioned!  
Tony bought a 4X4 magazine 
and an ice cream to help pass 
the time until we needed to head 
back to collect the car. 

Later that afternoon, we received 
a telephone message to say they 

were one part (a seal) short, which was bad news!  Jim took us back to Broome Toyota, 
as we needed to pick up a few things from the car.  They confirmed that, not only were 
the parts not going to get to them on Thursday, they weren©t going to get to them on 
Friday, which meant that we had in fact lost two further days! 

While we were there, Jim got on the 
phone to a friend of his in Perth 
who found out that Melville Motors 
Subaru had the required seal.  Jim 
then made arrangements with Ian 
Johnson (thanks Ian) to collect 
them from Melvilles on Thursday 
and get them on to the Virgin flight 
to Broome that evening.  Hopefully, 
the repairs could then be completed 
Friday morning and we could leave 
Broome in the afternoon. 

After that had been arranged, we 
went back to camp.  Later on, Jim 
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picked us up and 
we went back to 
Judy©s again.  Then, 
into the Nissan and 
down to Cable 
Beach to watch the 
sun set and the 
camels go walking 
by - 3 different 
companies operate 
from the beach.  
There were more 
camels than most of 
us had ever seen in 
one place before.  
Sitting on the beach 
watching the sun go 
down with lots of 

other people was 
very pleasant 
indeed! 

Dropped back at 
camp.  Went to the 
Beer and Satay Hut 
again, this time for 
dinner.  Terry 
(Simon’s friend) was 
there.  All ate well.  
The food was not 
too bad.  Got back 
to camp about 9.30, 
showered and hit 
the sack.  It was 
stickier than the 
night before.  
Seemed like high 
humidity and there was some dampness or dew around as well. 
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Broome 

Slept reasonably, although most in the group had to progressively add layers, as the 
temperature got colder then the night before.  Up around six-ish, showered, back for a 
breakfast.  Tony had cornflakes.  The others had bacon and eggs up at the top BBQ at 

about 7.30.  Jim arrived about 
9.30 and we then went to the 
Subaru repair centre to confirm 
with them that we had arranged 
the parts and to ensure that the 
work could/would be carried out 
tomorrow morning, first thing. 

After that had been done, all of 
the group except JAMJAR, went 
on to the Malcolm Douglas 
Crocodile Farm.  Got their about 
10.45.  $15 entry.  Watched a 
Malcolm Douglas video until 
11.00, then took a tour of the 
Croc Farm which finished about 

12.00.  Looked round a bit 
more after that and at 
about 12.30 we headed 
into town.  Keith and Tony 
ended up getting rolls at 
Subway for lunch, bought 
a few more things at Coles 
– apples and bread etc., 
then headed back to camp 
to take it easy.  Tony went 
for a walk along the beach. 

Around 4.00, Jim arrived 
back again to take Keith to 
Cable beach for a camel 
ride with Judith and 
James.  Arrived down at 
Cable Beach at 4.30.  Jim, 
Tony, Simon and John spectated and took a few photos, while the others went for their 
camel ride.  They got back about 5.30.  From there, we went back to camp and then on 
to Judy’s about 7.00.  Had another BBQ.  It was a great night.  Lots of questions around 
old television series, movies, all stemming from questions asked under beer bottle tops.  
Jim and Keith picked up the Forester seal from the airport.  It arrived OK.  Back to camp 
about 10.30. 
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Broome to East of Fitzroy River 

Up a little slowly at daybreak.  
Cereal for breakfast.  Jim arrived 
at about 8.30 in Judy’s Falcon 
with Ben and took Keith back to 
Judy’s place to await a call from 
Broome Toyota that the repairs 
had been completed.  Jim had 
dropped off the seal earlier in the 
morning.  Simon and John went 
off to buy just a bit more food and 

Judith had an appointment in town.  Eventually Keith returned with his Forester, with 
new bearings installed (hooray!), at about 9.30.  Quickly packed all our gear into the car 
and checked out of the caravan park. 

Keith and Tony went into town and filled up at the Coles service station with 220 litres of 
premium petrol for $280.00.  We forgot to use the discount docket.  Darn – one of those 
things!  Back to Judy©s for a final check, collect the others, who we were meeting there, 
and we were away at 10.41, 
after iced doughnuts and tea. 

On the road now and the car 
is going well.  First stop at 
Willare Bridge Roadhouse.  
Keith and Tony didn©t get any 
petrol, but we did have lunch.  
That was about 12.30.  From 
Willare Bridge Roadhouse we 
went to The Lakes, which is a 
popular camping spot.  There 
were a few people there.  
From there, we pushed on 
through to Fitzroy River, 
where we took on some petrol 
and  had an ice cream. 

At exactly 57.1 kilometres out of town, we found a camping spot on the side of the 
highway.  It was closer to the highway than we would have liked, but hopefully there will 
not be too much traffic.  We are looking forward to Chilli Con Carne for dinner.   

Everything is going well so far.  We don’t seem to have forgotten anything and all our 
gear is working as planned.  We had a fabulous dinner of Chilli Con Carne made with 
mince and carrots and beans.  After dinner and the dishes were washed, Jim and Tony 
went for a walk up the highway for a couple of kilometres and back.  Went to bed at 
9.18. 
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� � � �&���� � � � � � � � �� � �� � � �
East of Fitzroy River to Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater 

Awoken during the night by what sounded like 
a helicopter, but would have been a road train.  
Not sure what time that was.  Otherwise got 
enough sleep.  Up just before 6.00.  It was 
11.5° overnight, so it was a bit cooler.  Usual 
breakfast and away from camp at about 7.50.  
Stopped at Ngumban Cliffs for a bit of a leg 
stretch and then again at Mary River. 

As Jim reached the shallow ford across the 
River, a girl (who turned out to be German) was 
standing there.  Having crossed the ford, she 

had just read the sign about crocodiles in the river and was petrified to return, so Jim 
ended up escorting her back across! 

The camp site was very nice.  Tony took a GPS waypoint.  Then from Mary River into 
Halls Creek at about 12.00.  
Bought a little bit of lunch, filled 
up with petrol and bought a few 
last-minute groceries.  Tony and 
others rang home on Jim’s 
mobile, as the public phones in 
town were not working.  Left Halls 
Creek at 12.53.  So we are away. 

3.30 - took the left turn into Wolfe 
Creek meteorite crater.  No 
problems so far.  Part of the road 
had been graded, but there were 
quite a few corrugations in the 
road further on.  At the turn off to 
Wolfe Creek meteorite crater, 
there are a variety of different 
bushes and a few small trees clinging to life, as well as a large number of small termite 
mounds. 

Arrived at the crater - a few people were there already.  Found a couple of spots 

Day Kilometres* Cumulative Kms* Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

155 155 30 11.5 

Group Note:  Tanami Road/Track, partially graded, some medium corrugations into 
Wolfe Creek Crater, a lot of traffic. 

GPS Waypoints:       [*From Halls Creek] 
Mary River - S18°43.5546’ E126° 52.3668’  Elevation - 283 metres. 
Wolfe Creek - S19°10.5690’ E127°47.1768  Elevation - 345 metres. 
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opposite each other.  Set up camp quickly.  We 
got to the crater about 4-ish.  Up to the top of 
the crater.  Tony walked into the middle of the 

crater.  Took a few pictures.  Back out of the 
crater.  Down to camp.  Finished setting up 
camp and then proceeded to cook dinner.  
Dinner was bacon and eggs and cooked 
tomatoes - very pleasant.  After dinner 
everybody actually retired early - about 8.30. 

Point of Interest - Wolfe Creek 
Meteorite Crater.  Aborigines 
believed that two rainbow snakes 
from the dreamtime emerged from 
Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater to 
wind their way across the desert.  
This resulted in Sturt and Wolfe 
Creeks. 

Wolfe Creek crater is the second 
largest of only about twelve similar 
craters known world wide.  
Scientists estimate that a meteor 
weighing about 40,000 tonnes hit 
the earth sometime during the last 
500,000 years.  The rim of the 
crater is about 800 metres across 
and 35 metres above the 
surrounding plain while the crater 

floor is 25 metres below the natural land 
level.  It is believed to have been about 
200 metres deep when formed.  The 

significance of the crater appears 
to have only been recognised 
about 1948 although it is almost 
certain that the crater’s existence 
was known by local people before 
that time.  Pilots of MacRobertson 
Miller’s DC3 aeroplanes flying from 
Balgo to Wyndham in the mid 
1940s used Wolfe Creek Crater as 
a prominent landmark.  Although 
known as an unusual formation it 
was only after Dr. Frank Reeves, a 
geologist, flew over it in 1947 that it 
became known as a world class 
meteorite crater.  The Canyon 
Diablo Crater in Arizona, with a 
diameter of 1200 metres, is the 
world’s largest. 

An area of 1460 hectares, including the 
crater, was gazetted as a National Park in 
1976 and is managed by CALM.  Wolfe 
Creek is named after Robert Tennant 
Stowe Wolfe, (not Wolf), an early 
prospector who worked around the Halls 
Creek area. 
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� � � �- ���� � � � � � �� � �� � � �
Wolfe Creek Meteorite Crater to Well 50 

The group slept well - 
no road trains, no 
noise, it was great.  Up 
at about 5.45.  We 
used the on-site 
dunny, which was also 
good, and had 
breakfast of cereal. 

At about 6.40, Keith 
and Tony walked to 
the crater, right down 
through the middle 
and up the other side 
and around one half of 
the rim and back to 
camp, arriving at about 
8.20.  The round trip 
took about an hour 
and a half.  It was a 
great walk. 

Away at 8.50.  We 
went out a little bit 
faster than we came 

in.  The cars seemed to take the corrugations 
better that way.  Left on to the main road, right 
onto the CSR and we had started!  Went round 
Bililluna Station, left a bit of rubbish in their 
rubbish tip and then on to Stretch Lagoon for 
morning tea.  The Lagoon is full with dark brown 
muddy water and lots of pelicans. 

On from that spot through into what I would call 
the stock route proper, which was past one of the 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

197.6 352.6 33.1 11.2 

Group Note:  Easy day, warm, minor corrugations, spinifex and grass country with 
isolated stands of desert oak; baby bush fire on the left. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Bloodwood Well - S19°41.4336’ E127°28.9164’. 
Well 51 - S20°08.8662’ E127°08.7612’. 
Well 50 - S20°12.5562’ E126°57.8670’  Elevation - 293 metres. 
Culvida Soak - S20°13.5894’ E126°56.0784’  Elevation - 327 metres. 
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turn-offs to Balgo.  We 
encountered ‘seas’ of grass.  It 
looked like spinifex, but it was not - 
it was grass. 

We stopped at Bloodwood Well 
and at 2.10 we stopped at Well 51.  
The windmill is going very well, but 
it is not connected and there is no 
water.  From Well 51 on to Well 50 
through a lot of interesting country. 

The CSR is absolutely a one lane 
track, with corrugations.  They 
weren’t too bad in a sense, but 
what did surprise us was the way 
in which the track was closed in 
with bushes and with grasses.  We 
had thought of the stock route as 
something that would be open. 

Found the turn to Well 50 almost 
by mistake but, thanks to Jim©s 
navigation, on to Well 50.  Tony’s 
GPS co-ordinates were out, but 
Keith’s were not, so we found the well.  Not much left - just some fencing and railing. 

From Well 50 we went on to Culvida Soak.  A very worthwhile excursion.  You come to 
what is basically a sort of car park of exposed rock, then you walk down to the creek 

bed and follow the creek bed all 
the way to the end.  There are 
some rock pools of water there 
and there are also some 
aboriginal carvings in a gorge to 

the left.  We put the water to good use and had a bit of a wash - face and neck etc., then 
headed back to the cars.  From the Soak, we then went back a short distance past Well 
50 to a wide-open area that is obviously some sort of flood plain.  We set up camp for 
the night.  To bed at about 9.00. 

Point of Interest - Well 51.  Weriaddo. 22 ft. (6.7m).  
This well was built under extremely trying conditions.  
Canning was away getting supplies.  The men were 
exhausted and starving and the heat and flies were 
intense.  The greatest disappointment may well have 
come when they finished to find the well produced only 
poor quality water. 
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� � � �� � ���� � � � � � �� � �� � � �
Well 50 to Breaden Pool Carpark 

Slept reasonably woke early.  Up at 
about 5.50.  Had breakfast.  Simon 
had to do some running repairs - 
replace a thermatic fan on his car.  
The rest of the group headed off to 
look for the soak at Culvida Soak.  
We went back down the track.  Jim 
said he found the soak, which was 
the lower part of the creek bed 
about half way to where we went 
yesterday.  We investigated.  We 
didn’t find any actual water but, after 
a bit of digging by Jim, the sand did 
start to get damp.  So, the water 
wasn’t far away. 

Back to camp.  Left camp at about 9.00, heading for Well 49.  Simon©s replacement 
thermatic fan was apparently working okay.  On the way to Well 49, we stopped at the 
Australian Geographic sign and then at the 303 blaze and arrived at Well 49 at about 
10.40.  A great little spot, plenty of water 
out of the well.  Jim, Tony and John all 
had showers with Simon©s 12V shower, 
which was terrific. 

We were at the well to about 12.20.  We 
had lunch there which was very nice, 
thank you very much.  We also did some 
washing.  We were just about to leave 
when Simon thought he should check 
his repairs.  It seems that the fan he 
used is meant to go on the front of the 
radiator and not on the back, as a 
consequence of which, it was blowing 
air the wrong way over the radiator and 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

72.7 425.3 34.5 7.9 

Group Note:  2 deep dry creek beds - one with a burnt out car; some bottoming out, lots 
of corrugations; especially into Breaden Pool. 

GPS Waypoints: 
303 blaze - S20°10.3224’ E126°44.1768’  Elevation - 301 metres. 
Well 49 - S20°09.8574’ E126°40.8774’  Elevation - 298 metres. 
Well 48 - S20°14.9040’ E126°31.3998’  Elevation - 311 metres. 
Breaden Pool Carpark - S20°14.7924’ E126°34.1778’  Elevation - 343 metres. 
Breaden Pool - S20°14.7858’ E126°34.2516’  Elevation - 342 metres. 
Godfrey Tank - S20°14.4618’ E126°33.9924’  Elevation - 350 metres. 
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not over the motor.  That has to be 
worth an award of some sort!  
[Simon noted that we should 
report to Track Care that there 
was a big pile of rubbish off to one 
side of the well that had been in a 
bag that had now burst] 

Travelling from Well 49 to Well 48 
there were a lot of quartz outcrops 
on the road, so you had to slow 
down and go over a few lumpy 
outcrop bits.  We were still travelling 
between two sand dunes or sand ridges 
and the road was still fairly closed in with 
spinifex in the middle.  In the immediate 
vicinity of the track, apart from the grasses, 
there were a few white barked trees and as 
well as the odd Desert Oaks. 

We then continued on to the burnt out Ford 
Explorer, just on the other side of a creek 
crossing that was a little bit rough.  Then 
on to benchmark FX 50.  Tony took a 
picture of the benchmark and a picture of 
Breaden Hills in the direction of which we 
were heading.  Then from there to Well 48, which was just a bit of a depression in the 
ground.  No fencing or troughing of any sort.  Didn©t stay there long.  Back out and then 
headed to Breaden Pool and Godfrey Tank. 

The walk to Breaden Pool was relatively easy.  The pool itself was very stagnant.  
Photos were taken.  We then managed to take the very long way to Godfrey Tank, but it 
was worth the effort in the end.  Trotman©s initials were there and a number of other 
initials, apart from more stagnant water.  From Godfrey Tank, we returned to the 
Breaden Pool car park, arriving at about 3.50.  We then decided we would stay here for 
the night and camp.  Had fish for dinner.  To bed at about 9.00.

Point of Interest - Well 49.  50 ft. (15.2m).  The quality 
of water in this well earnt it the title of the Crystal Well.  
Jack Smith died at Well 49 in 1939.  George Lanagan 
reluctantly allowed Jack to join his team, although 
George had known that Jack had been badly hurt when 
a horse fell on him some time earlier.  Jack Smith 
became very ill by the time they reached Well 45, so he 
was sent back to Halls Creek with two dingo poisoners.  
Smith died in his swag at Well 49 and was buried by 
police who made the 800-kilometre round trip from Halls 
Creek. 
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� � � �� � ���� � � � � � � �� � �� � � �
Breaden Pool Carpark to Well 45 

Dingoes wearing red berets were 
up at about 4.00 making enough 
noise to wake an entire city.  Got 
up at about 5.30.  Had brekkie.  
Watched the moon go down and 
the sun come up. 

Away at about 7.05 - 7.10, through 
the first creek crossing which was 
quite nice and then, at about 7.55, 
we stopped because Simon had 
clutch problems and needed to 
change his clutch cable.  He had a 
spare on board.  The clutch cable 
was repaired and we were away 
at about 9.00, going good, grass 
green, making about 35 kilometres 
per hour.  The corrugations were 
not very bad at all.  In fact, hardly 
existent for most of the way. 

Arrived at Well 47 at about 10.40.  
There were a couple of buckets 

and some troughing actually at the 
well.  This was the first time we had 
seen any troughing.  Had some 
morning tea there.  We were there 
about half an hour and then we 
headed on for Well 46.  Actually 
crossed a few dunes, and a couple of 
moderate dunes at that, on the way 
to Well 46.  Arrived at about 12:40 for 
lunch.  There was water in the well 
which looked good, but the windlass 
is no longer working. 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

114.2 539.5 34.5 12.2 

Group Note:  Reached moderate sandhills for first time; severe rocks; very little 
corrugations. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Well 47 - S20°25.8336’ E126°17.5002’. 
Well 46 - S20°38.5098’ E126°17.2632’  Elevation - 268 metres. 
Well 45 - S20°47.6292’ E126°10.4874’  Elevation - 276 metres. 
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After lunch, at about 2.00, we left for 
Well 45.  The track was supposed to 
go across a lake.  However, we must 
have ended up taking the wet 
weather bypass, as the track was 
very slow, bouncy, bendy.  Not much 
fun at all, but it was not corrugated.  
Then we reached an intersection 
which looked like it was the track that 
went across the lake.  We didn©t see 
the turnoff at all when we left Well 46. 

Arrived at Well 45 at about 3.20.  
There is a big sign - “Welcome to the 
Shire of Halls Creek, home of the 
Bungle Bungles”!  And there is also 

some sheeting at the well and the well itself of course, but it is filled in now.  There is 
also some of the original wooden lining, but it only goes down a few metres.  Camping 
here for the night. 

During the afternoon Jim had 
been making his first loaf of 
camp bread and we ate that 
at about 5.00 and it was 
absolutely fabulous.  For 
dinner we had bacon and egg 
pie in pastry with vegetables. 

After dinner, a Ford F250 
came through in a hurry (in 
the dark) heading out to Halls 
Creek.  A vehicle in their party 
had been towing a trailer, 
which had done an axle and 
they needed to get a new 
one.  Seemed a bit fool-hardy 
to be travelling the CSR at 
night in a hurry.  We hoped they did not damage their vehicle or themselves. 

Later, Tony and Jim went for a walk across a couple of sand dunes and back, which 
took half an hour.  It was interesting, we would come to the top of a dune and actually 
get hit with hot air.  So it just goes to show there is cooler air in the swales between 
dunes and hot air at the top. 

In bed by 9.00. 
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� � � �� � ���, � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � �
Well 45 to Between Wells 42 and 41 

Up at what is becoming now 
the usual 5.30, toilet, 
breakfast, pack up by 7.00 
and we look like we will get 
away by 7.00 most 
mornings. 

Pushed on to Gravity Lakes, 
across the first lake and 
stopped at a rocky outcrop, 
which contains caves and 
aboriginal art.  Got a few 
pictures.  Arrived there at 
about 8.05 and we were 

there for about 15 minutes. 

The track to Gravity Lakes was generally good, but 
still overgrown a little bit in places and the 
corrugations were not bad.  We were managing in 
most places to maintain a speed of about 40 

kilometres 
per hour. 

Got to Well 44 at about 9.30 and ended up 
staying there about an hour, as Simon 
discovered that he had bent the inside rim 
of the rear passenger side wheel.  So he 
had to swap the wheel.  Not much of the 
well left - some troughing and some 
sheeting and a bucket.  It burnt down in 
1976.  Supposedly there was a lot of poison 
bush around the well, but we didn©t know 
what it looked like.  It killed some goats and 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

145.4 684.9 34.5 8.02 

Group Note:  Dunes, dunes, more dunes; flat salt lake, dead dingo, travellers coming 
north (1 from Sydney, 2 cars; 1 from Holland, 2 cars); reasonably fast travel. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Well 44 - S21°00.8334’ E126°09.0012’. 
Well 43 - S21°12.7998’ E125°58.4166’. 
Well 42 - S21°18.9270’ E125°52.9458’  Elevation - 301 metres. 
Camp between Wells 42 and 41 - S21°23.0286’ E125°49.4796’  Elevation - 353 metres. 
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camels that Canning had in his party. 

From Well 44 to Well 43.  We came across 
traffic heading the other way.  We met a 
couple from Sydney - two cars a Toyota 
Land Cruiser and a Prado followed by two 
Dutch couples.  We think they both had 
Toyota trays one or both of which had 
been brought across from the 
Netherlands. 

When we got to Well 43, we found a dead 
dingo stinking the place out, lots of dingo 
poo 
and lots 
of flies.  

Generally, a very un-nice place, so we only stayed 
long enough to get few pictures and then we moved 
on from there to find a spot for lunch.  We went a 
reasonable distance on.  I think it must have been 
about 1.30 when we stopped under the shade of a 
gum tree on the left-hand side of the track.  We had 
Jim’s bread for lunch, which was great. 

We then moved on further down the track, crossing a number of dunes and also zig 
zagging around dunes and up swales and down swales for basically no reason at all.  It 
would be much easier to simply go over the dunes.  A lot of corrugations at this section 
as well.  At one point, JAMJAR went over a sandhill and turned around and came back 
up the other side, just to see what it was like - no problems. 

We then went further on and Simon and 
John had cut some wood and loaded that 
on their vehicle.  But, it was at that point 
that Jim realised that we had gone past the 
track to Helena Springs so, after a bit of 
discussion mind you, we went back to the 
track just to see what was like.  We went in 
maybe 500 metres.  It was very overgrown 
and, because of that, a decision was soon 
made to turn back and actually return back 

up the track a short distance to a nice 
camping spot that we had seen, to camp 
there for the night.  Got back to that 
camping spot at, I suppose, about 3.30 - 
4.00 and went through all the usual steps 
to set up camp. Had a great dinner of 
porterhouse steak and sauce and vegies - 
yummy.
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� � � �� � ���� ' � � � � � � �� � �� � � �
Between Wells 42 and 41 to Between Wells 39 and 38 

Simon reported that some animal or something had 
been digging under his swag during the night and 
covered it in dirt.  Wonder what that might have been.  
Not quite as cool last night.  We woke to a pink sky, 
which is not a good sign.  There are a few clouds 
around, but they do not look like too much trouble 
thankfully.  The weather has fined up and the clouds 
have basically disappeared. 

Moving on to Well 41.  We seem to be getting into a bit 
of a routine now, up at 5.30 and away by 7.00.  The air 
is cool and the dunes are cool, which make them 
easier to traverse.  All of the dunes have been 
basically fairly easy.  Not much trouble at all.  There 
has also been 
plenty of bush 
about - spinifex 
and tea tree. 

Jim got stuck on the top of a dune and had to be 
snatched backwards by Simon.  He attempted to 
take it just a bit too easily.  Reached Well 41 at 
9.00.  We were going to camp here, but it is 

basically in 
the middle 
of a tea tree 
swamp.  There is damp around.  There are flies.  
There is water in the well.  It seems to be in a 
reasonable state, but the water smells.  We look 
like we are going to move on.  We had a bit of a 
look at Jim’s rear wheel, it seemed to be splayed 
out.  We now see that the lower control arm bush 
or whatever it is called has come adrift - the 
locking nut has come off.  One end of the bush is 
missing.  So we are investigating and attempting 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

113.0 797.9 32.8 15.5 

Group Note:  Lovely sage green and red country, corrugated, lots of dunes, F250, 
music, 1 snatch due to driver error/car in front slowed, sandy bits, sparse vegetation, 
burnt vegetation, birds at wells, easier in the morning than in the afternoon. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Well 41 - S21°33.2256’ E125°50.8944’  Elevation - 299 metres. 
Well 40 - S21°40.0662’ E125°47.3172’  Elevation - 301 metres. 
Well 39 - S21°46.0176’ E125°39.0936’. Elevation - 298 metres. 
Camp between Wells 39 and 38 - S21°51.8946’ E125°30.4536’. Elevation - 389 metres. 
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to repair now. 

Repairs effected 
and we are away 
from the well by 
about 10.30.  
Then, on to Well 
40 - a fairly 
straightforward 
drive, a few corrugations, a large number of 
dunes.  Arrived there about 12.00.  Went 
first to Tobin©s grave and had a look at that.  
Then came back to the well, which is in the 

middle of a large green pool of water; 
smelly too.  Had a bite of lunch there. 

Then on to Well 39.  Across Lake Tobin, 
got a few pictures of Lake Tobin and of 
ant hills and then on to the well.  It is all 
very dry, although there is a touch of 
water in the bottom of the well about a 
metre down.  We arrived here at about 
2.00.  There were a large number of 
Zebra finches in residence relying on that 

smidgen of water at the bottom of the well 
for survival. 

From there we headed off towards Well 38.  
Went through a lot of fire burnt country.  It 
almost looked like you were in the Sahara, 
although that has more sand.  Very red 
sand.  Stopped for afternoon tea opposite a 
breakaway.  Quite impressive.  And then on 
perhaps another half an hour towards Well 

38, stopping 10 kilometres north of 
Well 38, as the crow flies.  A few 
gums, low scrub, and enough flat 
ground to put up tents.  Arrived there 
at about 4.00.  Great dinner again, 
including Goa sausages that Judith 
brought that made the meal very, very 
hot.  Some sort of casserole we had.  
Off to sleep at about 9.30.

Point of Interest - Tobin Lake is named 
after Michael Tobin who was killed during 
Canning’s return survey trip in 1907. 
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� � � �� � ���%� 	� � � ��  �� � � �
Between Wells 39 and 38 to 3kms short of Well 36 

Up about the usual time.  Tony 
and Jim went for a walk two 
dunes on, came back and then 
had breakfast.  Keith and Tony 
filled the Forester with petrol 
from the jerries; used 2 jerries.  
Ready to go about 8.20-8.25, 
somewhat later than our usual 
7.00 departure. 

We are heading for Well 38.  On 
the way to Well 38, passed the 
F250 again.  He had come past 
us the other night and was now 
coming back with a Landcruiser 

which was towing a trailer with a quad on it, followed up by four motorcycles that also 
went on the trailer somewhere.  So that was a bit of exercise for them. They came from 

Victoria. 

Pushing on to Well 38, arrived there at about 
9.35.  As there was water in the rockhole, we 
filled up our spare containers with the water 
for washing and what not.  Then just went a 
few hundred metres down the track to a spot 
that was little bit more sheltered, for morning 
tea; at about 10.10-10.15.  Then on from 
there to the aboriginal rock art in a small 
cave, 
thought to 
have been 
used as a 

shelter, at Wandurba Rock.  Got a few pictures of the 
rock art and marked a waypoint. 

Then on to well 37.  We took pictures of drovers’ 
graves and of the well.  We also went looking for the 
C blaze, which was 140.8 metres at a bearing of 
297°, but we couldn©t find it.  The book seemed to 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

64.6 862.5 33.0 14.5 

Group Note:  Slow, soft, ©undulating©, travelling along sandhills tops and sides, Desert 
Oaks, tea-tree swamps, met the bikes of the broken axle fame. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Well 38 - S21°57.0540’ E125°32.0346’  Elevation - 354 metres. 
Wandurba Rock Cave - S22°01.1700’ E125°30.1548’  Elevation - 355 metres. 
Well 37 - S22°09.3000’ E125°27.5466’  Elevation - 310 metres. 
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suggest that it was there, but it wasn©t.  
We had lunch in a stand of Desert Oaks 
about 800 metres on from the well 
turnoff.  A very pleasant lunch and a 
very pleasant spot, except for the fact 
that the previous motorcycle group had 
left their too ruined trailer axles there 
and dug a hole that they did not fill in.  
They also left behind an empty 44! 

After lunch, continued on.  Apparently 
we are now in the most picturesque 
section of the entire CSR.  Large stands 
or numbers of Desert Oaks.  Really 
quite remarkable.  These trees look a 

little like pine trees.  
Interestingly, on this 
part of the track, we are 
climbing around the 
edges of dunes and we 
are staying on tops of 
dunes.  There are no 
corrugations because 
the sand is soft, but it 
really is slow work. 

After a bit more of that, 
running around the 
sides of dunes to keep 

off low-lying areas and over the tops of dunes, we 
eventually pulled up three or four kilometres short of 
Well 36 and found a nice camping spot amongst 
Desert Oaks.  Pulled up there about 3:30 and tonight 
we are having Hungarian goulash, which Keith is 
cooking for dinner.  Very nice goulash it was too.  In 
bed at about 9.00. 
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3kms short of Well 36 to Well 33 

Up at about 5.45.  Usual routine.  
Away from camp at about 7.22. 

Through some nice scenery again 
and we arrived at Well 36 at about 
7.50.  It took a little bit of finding, 
but when we did get there we found 
the water was quite good, clear, 
much clearer than the rockhole 
(which is Well 38 where we 
previously picked up our water). 

Then we went to Bungabinni Native well.  Had a 
bit of a look around there.  We couldn©t find the 
actual water, but there was lots of reeds 
indicating where the water was.  Had morning 
tea there.  Did a circuit of the reeds. 

Then 
we 
went 
on to 
Well 35, that was again on a claypan.  A lot 
of the Wells are on claypans or soaks or dry 
soaks.  Well 35 had a pipe in it and we got 
a few photos of the pipe and that must have 
been around 10.00 or 11.00.  Then on from 
Well 35 to Well 34.  Between these wells, 
we did our diversion to look for the lightning 
strike glass.  So about five km’s from Well 
34, we turned right into the bush, drove in 

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp 

100.1 962.6 32.0 5.5 

Group Note:  Bad corrugations into Well 33; good water at Well 35; Well 34 - crappy 
hole pipe/bore casing; bush bashing 2.5kms to get to walk through the dunes to find 
glass cones unsuccessful; alternative track from main track back to Well 35; great water 
at well 33; dingo skirting camp a night; Eclipse being almost eclipsed by big box (heavy 
weight) upon entering main track after the bush bash; herbed fish with peas in mash 
potatoes and garlic pumpkin. 

GPS Waypoints: 
Well 36 - S22°08.3736’ E125°16.9890’  Elevation - 304 metres. 
Well 35 - S22°12.7998’ E125°03.0186’  Elevation - 301 metres. 
Well 34 - S22°15.5424’ E124°54.1542’  Elevation - 294 metres. 
Well 33 - S22°20.5146’ E124°46.5168’  Elevation - 297 metres. 
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for about two and a half kms and then walked 
another two kilometres looking for the glass.  
Seven people spread out across the swales, 
six or seven dunes crossed, but we didn©t find 
anything.  Still, it was a grand adventure. 

Back to the cars, had lunch, back to the 
road about 2.45 and then on to Well 34.  
Simon was almost collected by another 4WD when he came out on to the road.  We 
arrived at Well 34 about 3.15.  Again, it was sitting in a claypan.  A little bit of water was 
scratched out in the bottom.  On then to Well 33, which is just outside the Kunawarritji 
aboriginal community.  The 

corrugations on the track to Well 33 
were pretty bad, but you seemed to be 
able to take them better at speed.  
Arrived there about half an hour later.  
Was it 3.45?  Might have been closer to 
4.00.  There was a large windmill in 
quite good nick pumping out water and a pool of water and some green grass.  It really 
looked quite good and we are going to camp at the well, but not really by the well - 

about 50 metres away. 

Had dinner of fish followed by some 
chocolate.  It©s windier that it has 
been on previous nights.  Hopefully, 
that will not disturb us while we are 
sleeping.  Tomorrow we will go into 
the community, maybe have a hot 
shower, but at this stage it is quite 
possible that we will be sleeping 
here tomorrow night as well.  Into 
bed about 9.00 and asleep by 9.30. 

Point of Interest - Kunawarritji 
Community.  Aborigines returned to 
Kunawarritji in 1982.  The site was 
formerly used by CRA as a base for oil 
exploration.  The community welcomes 
visitors and provides some fuel and 
camping facilities. 

Point of Interest - Glass Cones.  About six 
kilometres south of Well 34, there are apparently 
some most unusual glass cones ranging in size 
from a few centimetres to almost half a metre.  
These cones were formed when lighting struck the 
sand and the huge amount of electrical energy 
and heat instantly converted the high content silica 
sand to glass. The glass nodules and cones were 
first reported by Talbot in his 1911 report. 
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