THE SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC CSR 2005

Well 33 (lay day)

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp
0.0 962.6 25.8 8.3
Group Note: Lay day at Well 33.

Woken several times during the night from dingoes howling. Tony was up about 6.00.
He went for a bit of a walk. Collected some firewood. Had breakfast. Tony assisted
Jim with some repairs to his radio.
Keith checked his car, wheels and
what not and replaced the spinifex
strip. Simon restored his reverse
gear to operating condition.

Looks like we will be staying here
again at Well 33 for another night.
We will set up the shower on the
opposite side of the water tank and
go from there. Had lunch down by
the water tank. Bread again.

After lunch, a tour group arrived.
Six vehicles - Getabout Tours.

They had come from
Sydney - nice people and
we ended up using their
shower. They had a hot
water shower that ran
through the heating system

of the Toyota. It was s
fabulous.

As we are staying another
night, we washed our
clothes in the afternoon.

They dried really well. Keith went for a
swim in the pool. Dinner is spaghetti
bolognaise. Tomorrow morning we will
head into Kunawarritji to get fuel and
stores and whatever for the second half of
the trip.
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Well 33 to Between Wells 30 and 29

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp
7.8* 970.4*

107.9** 107.9** 25.8 8.3

GPS Waypoints: [*To Kunawarritji ** From Kunawarritji]

Kunawarritji Aboriginal Comm - S22°19.7562' E124°43.6314’ Elevation - 299 metres.
Well 32 - S22°24.3630’ E124°35.1300'.

Well 31 - S22°31.5348' E124°24.4284’.

Well 30 - S22°30.2466’ E124°08.3814'.

Camp between Wells 30 and 29 - S22°30.0828' E124°01.5216" Elevation - 286 metres.

Group Note: Stony, corrugation, slow travel, camels, Kunawarritji; sole Landcruiser;
slow start for refueling, monotonous; taking care due to full fuel load, hard slog between
30 and 31.

Sleep interrupted by dingoes

| Fuel ALEBam S, So dan- 200, howling and tents flapping. Up at
AR g about 5.50. Usual process for
e e ' breakfast — cornflakes and then
S g (&[] ] packlng up and into Kunawarritji
NREC PP s 214 Commumty about 7.50. There for
S gps 124509 1250 about an hour and a quarter.
Syl AR — T oy e
& s 45_ 0 124°43'38" Vibitt 55
Q q@i\ @-Hm_r@i%ug;g e Kynawartti (79 Fuelled up, bought some stores
¢ R i 7 1 Cgf"mumfy e o IL\ and a few bits and pieces and
= %“C’ qx‘g’ i Jr < &1 then on to Well 32, which is right
2230958 - Mo on the side of the road, at the turn-

08'23"E .
o off to Mallowa native soak. The

\e.

(2 s e {“:—W-Sﬂ Well is just a bit of a filled in hole.
T ey —— >\- Got some pictures and then took
Sl A \ the turn-off and headed two

1242426 grs  kilometres due west to Mallowa
§ 22 3'233 ] 4
1245035°F /3 native soak.

w's

Arrived at Mallowa soak about 10.00,
had morning tea, and left at about
10.25-10.30. Back to Well 32 at the
turnoff. Then on towards Well 31
The road. was pretty badly
corrugated, but we got to Well 31 at
about 11.45 and decided to stop for
lunch in amongst the shady snappy
gums. Tony went looking for the
blazed tree, but couldn't find it. There
for about half an hour and then we
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pushed on Well 30. That was the rockiest
part of the trip so far and it took us about
two hours to get to Well 30, non-stop,

= except for a couple of pictures of camels
we saw on the way.

We got to Well 30 about 2.30. We didn't
stop there immediately but took the track

Point of Interest - Munjingerra Cave/Spring.
Do not drive close to the entrance. Heavy
rains in 1999 and 2000 have caused the
collapse of the top entrance to the spring
making it difficult to climb into the main cavity.
From the lower part of the depression a narrow
shaft, about 10 metres in length, leads to a
small cave with its floor covered by crystal clear
water. The water is usually warm and a short
swim to another larger cavern is rewarded by
views of beautiful clusters of chalcedony on the
walls and ceiling.

it had been collapsed in. We had thought
about trying to go down it, but once we saw
the two metre long snakeskin, we quickly
gave up that idea, as well as seeing just
exactly how small the hole into the cave
was. So again, a couple of photos there.
Jim got his bread going while we while we
were here.

Then back to Well 30, which like a number
of others was in an open claypan and also filled in. Some of the original well timbers
: were left and some of the troughing, but

not much else. Got a few photos there
and then across the claypan for afternoon
tea. It was a reasonably short afternoon
S tea, because we wanted to try and make
. R e L Thring Rock if we could. We had also

AW CANNING 1y heard a Toyota Landcruiser coming the

L)

S LeING ON Yy other way.

\

. 1 aSpiery A After afternoon tea, Keith and Tony went
o AT IR Ly ‘ . -
[ to look for the plague against the original
Bloodwood that had the Canning blaze on
it and eventually we found it. While they
were there, the Toyota came through and
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

then we pushed on. We had been hoping to make Thring Rock but, once again, we

encountered further rocky areas that made progress very slow going. Eventually we got

off the rocks and again into sand dune country and at about 4.45 or thereabouts, we

took a left off the track and into the roadside bushes whatever they are - wattles and
proceeded to make
camp.

100 or so metres from
camp, JAMJAR got
two bends in the one
_ rim - front driver's side,
Sy gl ; after hitting a rock or
an anthill or
something. John
| knocked them out
. once we got to camp.
| James changed the
wheel anyway.

" The terrain was

W reasonably flat most of
¥ the way, not too many

dunes at all today.

Maybe half a dozen or

g 0 s TR " more. The
undergrowth varied from burnt out nothingness to two metre high closed in scrub to
spinifex plains. A huge variety of terrain.

For dinner we had Lepper’s Gully chicken, which was very good. Ably cooked by Judith
and Jim. Tony downloaded some photos again and we went to bed about 9.15.

Canning Stock Route Trip Journal Page 33



THE SUBARU 4WD CLUB OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC CSR 2005

Between Wells 30 and 29 to Well 26
Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp

124.3 232.2 28.1 6.4

GPS Waypoints:

Thring Rock - S22°34.3848' E123°55.1322" Elevation - 309 metres.
Well 29 - S22°33.2898' E123°52.7400'.

Well 28 - S22°38.5884' E123°45.4302' Elevation - 287 metres.
Well 27 - S22°47.6832' E123°38.6550' Elevation - 313 metres.
Well 26 - S22°54.9642' E123°30.3438' Elevation - 299 metres.

Group Note: Moderate corrugations; met 4 vehicles, 2 with trailers, a few repairs on the
go; water in Well 26; cache retrieval from Thring Rock.

Colder last night, 6.7°. Up at
about 5.50, the usual routine,
breakfast etc. Some members
of the group had leftovers from
last night. Away from camp
about 7.15. Then on to Thring
Rock. Jim found his geo-cache,
but it had already been
discovered previously in March
this year.

Thring Rock is a huge sort of
monolith with a large open rocky
area around it. Simon checked
out his steering because he has

been having some steering problems. There seemed to be some slack. He didn't seem

to fix the problem. We left Thring Rock and

then moved on to Well 29 and then Well

28, where there were a few shady trees,

but the well was caved in. Not much left.

Had lunch and that was about 11.00.

Adjusted the wheel alignment on Simon's
car. Left there about 12.00.

About 12.20, just a few km’'s down the road

towards Well 27, JAMJAR had a flat.

Arrived at Well 27 about 1.45. There was a
|
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bit of water in the well. I'm not sure that we
will pull it up yet. So far today, we have
done Well 29, which was the one we just
camped short off, Well 28 and now Well 27.

Just before Well 27, we saw Helen Rock
area. Just after we left Well 27, we saw five
camels - photos were taken.

As we were proceeding to Well 26, we

passed two vehicles, a Toyota Troopie and

a Prado pulling camper trailers, apparently
without too much trouble. We
arrived at Well 26 at about 3.40.
We intend to camp here for the
night. The well is fully restored and
the water is apparently excellent.
Once the decision was made to stay
here, all the guys went back to the
well from the campsite and had

showers and washes with water from the well - no
shortage of water, which is really great.

For dinner we had pizza cooked Simon Newton's
special way, with heat beads over the top. That
worked really well. And then, about 9.00, Tony
went for a walk, a four kilometre walk down the
track, in pitch blackness. That was interesting. He
returned about 9.30 or so and then went to bed.
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Well 26 to Well 21

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp

156.7 388.9 28.2 4.8

GPS Waypoints:

Well 25 - S22°58.9602’ E123°23.8044’ Elevation - 309 metres.

Well 24 - S23°06.5682’ E123°20.6088’ Elevation - 333 metres.

Well 23 - S23°04.7562’ E123°13.2306’ Elevation - 328 metres.

Well 23 (Capricorn) Fuel Dump - S23°04.3704’ E123°13.5348' Elevation - 332 metres.
Georgia Bore - S23°03.5334' E123°01.0752’ Elevation - 366 metres.

Well 22 - S23°07.2402’ E123°02.5446’ Elevation - 345 metres.

Well 21 - S23°10.6590’ E122°48.5670’ Elevation - 340 metres.

Group Note: Boring corrugations, Cronin Hills very good, dead landrover on Talawana
Track, missed Perenti (lizard); Georgia Bore, possible highest sandunes; two loaves of
bread.

Slept okay - no miscellaneous
noises, but it was cold. Left
camp at about 7.15 heading for
Well 25. Arrived at Well 25
without any mishaps. We
crossed two big dunes on the
track, which are supposed to be
pretty big in terms of what's on
the track, one of which is known
as the “Whopper”.

We arrived at Well 25 at about
9.15. There was no water in the
well. It was caved in, but some
troughing and posts were still in
existence. Left there heading for Well 24. Encountered some north travelling vehicles,
a Discovery, a Defender and a Prado with a camper trailer. Actually picked them up on
the radio while they were some 10 or so
kilometres distant. So, communications were
working well. Had a bit of a chat with them.
Maybe we will pick up a new Subaru Club
member,
because one
of the
travellers had
a Forester.

And then

stopped just

short of Well

24 for morning tea at around 10.00, actually on the
Talawana Track, which doubles as the CSR for a
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few kilometres. Then on to Well 24 under some mulga scrub at the foot of some cliffs.

The water is not much good. Looked like a dead camel beside it. And from there
uneventfully on to Well 23. A bit of troughing
left and not much else. Arrived there at about
11.05 and at 11.10 we tootled out to the
Capricorn fuel dump, which is about half a
kilometre or further on down the track.

From there we went on to Georgia Bore where
we had lunch, arriving here at about 12.00. All
water containers were refilled with what looks

like very good water, even if it was a bit warm.

After Georgia Bore, we are going to go
out and look at the Land Rover on the
Talawana track, come back and then
head down to Well 22. And from there it
remains to be seen.

Did Well 22 and then pushed on for Well
21. Very rough and corrugated for most
of the journey. It took about an hour and

Point of Interest - Georgia Bore was drilled and
equipped by CRA for use by their survey crews
while exploring for oil during the 1970s. There are
many of these bores situated at disused CRA
campsites throughout the Canning Basin. Water
in CRA bores is usually of excellent quality.

a half to two hours, as we crawled over some
of the heavy corrugations. Some nice scenery

though, some rocky parts of the road.
Eventually we arrived at Well 21 at
about 4.45, making camp at Well 21.
Lamb curry for dinner. Listened to a few
songs, including Oklahoma, on Jim’'s
laptop, then headed for bed at about
9.15.
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Well 21 to Well 18
Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp

132.2 521.1 28.2 5.6

GPS Waypoints:

Well 20 - S23°15.2370’ E122°35.8056’ Elevation - 337 metres.

Well 19 - S23°25.6080’ E122°29.3214’ Elevation - 334 metres.

Onegunyah Rockhole - S23°33.1524’ E122°34.1316’ Elevation - 344 metres.
Well 18 - S23°33.8058’ E122°31.7118" Elevation - 346 metres.

Group Note: Better travel, more varied track, much less corrugations, some dunes,
stony ground, lake crossings, salt lakes, Savory Creek crossing (dry); many stands of
desert oak, more camels, footprints of dingoes, but no howling at night, lots of frogs in
Well 18. Starship Liberty and Ketone visited Onegunyah Rockhole - no water but good
aboriginal art.

Up just a little bit later 5.55. Usual
routine - cereal and this time we
had some toast, as Jim had made
an extra loaf of bread. We were
going to have pancakes that Judith
was cooking, but we didn't quite
get there.

And while all of this was
happening, Simon was repairing
his car, passenger-side rear
shockie and inner boot. He
replaced both in no time at all.

Away from camp at 8.48. Pretty easy going,
corrugations not bad at all, twisty-turny and a
few whoop—-de-doos. Stopped for photos of

a real estate sign and Lake
Disappointment views.

Point of Interest - Lake
Disappointment was named in 1897 by
Frank Hann who, after following the
direction of creeks in the area, expected
to find a large fresh-water lake.
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Arrived at well 20 at about 10.40. The track
out to the well was relatively unused it
seemed. There's a high ridge on a flat
muddy section. No real problems at all. At
this point, since we got up, the day has

been overcast, cloudy. Left Well 20 at
11.00 and it took 24 minutes to get back to
the turnoff at the main track.

And then along the track towards Well 19. A number of views of Lake Disappointment

along the way and then we came to Savory Creek with water in it. Went further along.
There was no water. We actually went
a bit further on then we should have,
came back and crossed and, just across
on the other side, we stopped for lunch
at about 12.30 at a nice camping spot
amongst a few Desert Oaks. We left
there at about 1.00. From there we
went to Well 19 and, as with all the other
wells, not much left - just some
troughing and a hole in the ground.

Again, this well was basically in a claypan or soak.

Pushed on from there across the Tropic of Capricorn (23°26’30") and through to Well 18
and, in the end, Keith, Jim and | decided to go

to Onegunyah Rockhole. The rockhole was

dry, but we got a few pictures of aboriginal

rock art. Got there about 3.50 and left about

4.05.

Simon and JAMJAR intercepted a northbound
traveller
going solo
and we
arrived in
camp at
about
4.20. Camp is at Well 18, known as the frog well,
because the well is not quite infested, but has
many, many frogs in it that cling to the wall. We are
having macaroni tonight. The macaroni was very
tasty with peas and corn. To bed at about 9.10.
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Well 18 to Durba Springs
Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp
41.2 562.3 24 7.6

GPS Waypoints:
Durba Camp - S23°45.2646’ E122°30.9828" Elevation - 383 metres.

Group Note: Slow, lots of very bad rock; one hard dune; spent time looking for wood
within view of the Durba Hills; rest, walking, washing and showering (mind the bull ants!)
first company at Durba ( 4 men aged between 60 and 80).

Was definitely much warmer last night. Up at
about 6.00 and then usual routine. Away
from camp at about 7.15. Just going one well
from Well 18 to Water 17, which is Durba
Springs and we will be staying there for the
rest of the day and night. It's not really Well
17, it's really Water 17, because there is no
well here, but there is water.

Heading for Durba, we passed through a
burnt out area and just short of Durba the
track got
“deeper”

and it was very clear what it became in the wet

season!

Arrived at
Durba
Springs at
about 10.00
to be
greeted by
green
grassy camp sites and tall gum trees - fabulous!
We establish camp and unload the wood we had
collected on the way. There is a pool of order at
the
base of the cliffs, which we think has been
contaminated by a dead emu. There is
also a dead camel adjacent to the pool, so
we are just using that water for washing.

Went up the gorge at 11.00. There is a

further pool up the gorge, but that is not all

that good either. Arrived back at 1.00. It

was a two-hour walk. Had lunch. After

lunch, watched Jim change the battery in

the dunny, then had a shower and then

basically did nothing — very pleasant.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Before we got to Durba, we took photos of
some animal prints in the sand and a
picture of Simon, or was it Keith, coming up
a tough sand dune. Also took some long-
range shots of Durba Range before we got
here and a number of shots up and down

the gorge.

For dinner, we had rice left over from the
other night, plus a number of other
ingredients, including
Chinese pork Point of Interest - Durba Springs. The natural pound shape
sausage. Very good surrounding Durba Springs was an ideal place for drovers to rest both
it was indeed. Usual |cattle and men. Cattle would camp beside the water while the drovers
routine. Washed up, usually set their camp toward the entrance of the pound thus keeping
sat round the fire and the cattle in check with little effort.

went to bed at about |Durba is also the natural camping place for most four-wheel-drive
9.00. visitors so extra vigilance is needed to preserve the cleanliness and
beauty of this area. Exploring the Durba Hills can
vary from a brief walk around the camp site to
extended walks along the gorge. Care should be
taken if hiking as the hills are quite extensive.
Water should be carried. Firewood should be
collected away from Durba Springs
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Water 17 (Durba Spring) to Calvert Ranges
Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp
90.2 652.5 28.7 11.9

GPS Waypoints:

Killagurra Spring - S23°43.9446’ E122°29.0172’ Elevation - 411 metres.
Killagurra Pool - S23°43.8378' E122°29.0694"' Elevation - 412 metres.
Canning’s Cairn - S23°48.0948' E122°25.2828’ Elevation - 498 metres.
Sunday Well - S23°53.1168' E122°32.1006’ Elevation - 403 metres.

Calvert Ranges Camp - S23°56.9046’ E122°43.1622' Elevation - 417 metres.
Petroglyphs - S23°57.1242' E122°43.5564" Elevation - 433 metres.

Group Note: Feral cat sighted at Killagura, visited Canning’s Cairn; soft sandhills, rocky
bits, serious burn around the Calverts, great gorges, lots of petroglyphs on both sides of
the gorge near the main campsite; maybe the biggest dune of the trip.

Up at about 5.50. Great to be able to use the
established loo. Cornflakes again for brekkie,
packed up and we must have been away from
camp at about 7.15 and then on to Killagurra
Spring/Gorge.

A bit rough going in, but great aboriginal rock art -
lots of photos of the rock art on both sides of the
gorge. We were probably there about an hour. Jim
saw a feral cat in a crevice.

Point of Interest - Killagurra Springs. No 17 water. Killagurra is a registered sacred site and
should be respected by visitors. Traditional ceremonies are still held by Aborigines living within
this region.

Canning built a small dam in Killagurra Gorge and equipped it with troughing. Snell found the
dam in ruins in 1929 so his team sank a new well about three metres into solid rock at the
entrance to the gorge. However regular flooding filled the well with rubbish and, because the
gorge was too narrow for easy entry by cattle, most drovers preferred Durba Springs.

.|
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From there we went on
down the track towards
Canning’s Cairn. We didn'’t
go in to Beila Gorge. Not
really deemed to be
anything of particular
significance and it was a bit
rough to get in and a long
walk from the car park. We
arrived at Canning's cairn
for morning tea and Tony,
Keith and Simon walked up
the cliff face to the Cairn,
got a waypoint and a few
more pictures. Left
Canning's cairn about 10.35
- 10.40, headed now for

Sunday Well and the Calvert
ranges.

Arrived at Sunday Well -
apparently the track had been
relocated around it. Took a
picture. On a bit further up the
road, had morning tea. A very
large area has been burnt
around the Calvert Ranges -
absolute desolation. We
found a herd of dead camels
that had been caught in the
blaze. We arrived at the
Calvert Ranges at about 2.00.

Point of Interest - Sunday Well. Tobin and
Trotman were sent ahead to find water as
supplies were running low. They spent all night
digging in a spot recommended by a native guide
and were rewarded on Sunday morning with good
clear water. Because of treacherous sand dunes
to the north this well was abandoned and a new
route was located on the west side of Durba Hills.

We did a circum-navigation to see what was
around, what was burnt and what wasn't
burnt.

After completing the circum-navigation, we
went to the main campsite and decided it was a bit dirty. Came back to a campsite only
a few hundred metres away and set up for the night. Spent most of the afternoon in the
main campsite gorge taking pictures of the aboriginal rock art and petroglyphs — rock
carvings. Had bangers and mash and a piece of steak for dinner, which was very nice
thank you.
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CALVERT RANGES ABORIGINAL ROCK ART
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Calvert Ranges to Well 16

Day Kilometres Cumulative Kms Maximum Temp Minimum Temp
149.2 801.7 315 11.9

GPS Waypoints:
Constance Head Camp Site - S24°01.7562' E123°05.7750’ Elevation - 387 metres.
Well 16 - S23°54.4920’ E122°23.0190’ Elevation - 430 metres.

Group Note: Lay half day for Simon, John and James as Jim, Judith, Keith and Tony
attempted to reach a confluence point, but unable to drive close enough to it. Instead,
reached Constance Headland and found lovely camp site in the bowl of the Constance
Hills. Bustards, kite, eagle, emu, wallaby (the last 3 sighted by Simon). Company at
Well 16 (father and son from NT).

Slept quite reasonably. It wasn't as cold last
night. Up at about 6.00, usual routine. Cereal
for breakfast and Judith also cooked pancakes,
which was great. Running a little bit later this
morning, because we didn't need to get away at
all. After breakfast, Keith and Tony headed
back into the gorge to have a bit more of a
further look and take a few more pictures. They
found a couple of extra carvings and more art.
Then back to camp at about 8.20.

After that, at about 8.40, we headed off to look
for confluence point S24°00.00' E123°00.00'.
The track was fairly good. We passed more of
the Calvert Ranges and we stopped on the other
side of the 123rd meridian of longitude for
morning tea at about 10.20. It doesn't look as though it is going to be easy to get to the
confluence point. We may have to
settle for a visit to Constance Head
instead.

No, we did not get to the confluence
point, so we travelled on to
Constance Head into a big sort of
circular bowl of hills (sort of like a
very large meteorite crater) through
a little pass. It sounds better than it
is. Had a look at the campsite and
then drove on a bit further looking
for a gorge but, time was against
us, so turned around and came
back to camp. Got back to camp at
about 12.50, had lunch and, at
about 2.00 - 2.20, we all departed camp headed for Well 16.

Arrived at Well 16 at about 4.00, without any stops. Set up camp. We are having Wally
.|
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Point of Interest - Well 16. Joe Wilkins was
murdered near Well 16 in 1936. Joe lived on
a lease near Weld Springs and spent most of
his time in the desert trapping dingoes.
Tommy Ingebong, an Aborigine from Granite
Peak Station, was out near Well 13 poisoning
dingoes when he found the dead horse of Joe
Wilkins. Tommy, knowing something was
badly amiss, followed the horse’s tracks to
Well 15 where he found the tracks of three
people, one wearing boots.

Tommy Ingebong returned to Wiluna where

he reported to police that he had found Joe’s
horse, also the tracks of two aborigines and

Joe Wilkins’ boots. He reported that although he
had found Joe’s boot tracks, Joe wasn’t wearing
them. Tommy Ingebong lead police into the
desert where they found Joe Wilkins’ body near
Well 16 but without his boots.

Two years later three Aborigines were charged
with murder and sentenced to three years on
Rottnest Island. Tommy Ingebong continued to
work as a tracker with police at Wiluna until he
died in 1978.

Well 16 was sunk beside an old lake bed and
supplied poor quality water.

Dowling stew for dinner apparently and
we also have other people staying with
us at this well - two guys | think in a
Troopie.

After dinner, we had jelly courtesy of
Keith. Then to bed at about 9.00.
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